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About seventy percent of the earth
is made up of water, so maybe
that’s why it is hard to believe

that in some parts of the world, thirsty
children eat mud to extract this life-
giving fluid. Today thousands of native
Ghanian inhabitants are working to
establish a more reliable water supply,
thanks to the efforts of Coronado native
Kirstin Green.

Green, a Coronado High School
alum, graduated from San Francisco 
State University with degrees in art 
and archaeology. She joined the Peace
Corps in 2002 and was assigned to a 
watsand — short for water and 
sanitation — in Ghana, Africa. 

Her major Peace Corps project was the
building of a 16-seat public toilet, toward
which the local community donated land
and labor. Green secured funding for the
project through friends and contacts,
including many Coronadans. 

At the end of her Peace Corps term
Green elected to stay in Ghana, choosing
to live in the upper east region of the
country, near the city of Bolgatanga.
Along with former Corps volunteer,

Linda Atwater, Green began producing
and exporting West African handicrafts,
particularly jewelry. They also trained
local Ghanaians in bracelet weaving.
Green donates 10 percent of her earnings
to the Gheogo School for the Deaf in her
host country, but her humanitarian work
continues beyond this customary dona-
tion. Green has established a Community
Based Organization (CBO), a legally 
recognized entity of the local Ghana 
government to be the beneficiary of
international foundation grants. She 
was thrilled to learn that the CBO will
receive $12,000 from Rotary Interna-
tional in early 2006 for two water projects
she conceived and designed — building 
a new well and dredging and expanding
two holding ponds, thereby creating a
year-round water supply for the 
community.

Green says she receives satisfaction
from her efforts. “You live somewhere
and you see a need and know you have
an ability to meet that need,” she said.
But she feels that she has received far
more than she has given the people 
of Ghana. 

by JENNY COHRS

Six to Watch
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Meet six Hometown Heroes who are
making a difference in our community

and throughout the world.
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